58                                St. Kilda.                        [A.D. 1768.
' I have not been troubled for a long time with authours desiring my opinion of their works \ I used once to be sadly plagued with a man who wrote verses, but who literally had no other notion of a verse, but that it consisted of ten syllables. Lay your knife and your fork, across your plate, was to him a verse:
Lay your knife and your fork, across your plate.
As he wrote a great number of verses, he sometimes by chance made good ones, though he did not know it.'
He renewed his promise of coming to Scotland, and going with me to the Hebrides, but said he would now content himself with seeing one or two of the most curious of them. He said,' Macaulaya, who writes the account of St. Kilda, set out with a prejudice against prejudices, and wanted to be a smart modern thinker; and yet he affirms for a truth, that when a ship arrives there, all the inhabitants are seized with a cold3.'
Dr. John Campbell4, the celebrated writer, took a great deal of pains to ascertain this fact, and attempted to account for it on physical principles, from the effect of effluvia from human bodies. Johnson, at another time °, praised Macaulay for his ' magnanimity,' in asserting this wonderful story, because it was well attested. A Lady of Norfolk, by a letter
1 See post, under April 19,1772, March 15,1779, and June 2,1781. 3 Revd. Kenneth Macaulay.   See Boswell's Hebrides, Aug. 27, 1773. He was the great-uncle of Lord Macaulay.
3  Martin, in his St. Kilda (p. 38), had stated that the people of St. Kilda' are seldom troubled with a cough, except at the Stewart's landing.    I told them plainly/ he continues,' that I thought all this notion of infection was but a mere fancy, at which they seemed offended, saying, that never any before the minister and myself was heard to doubt of the truth of it, which is plainly demonstrated upon the landing of every boat.'   The usual' infected cough' came, he says, upon his visit.    Macaulay (History of St. Kilda, p. 204) says that he had gone to the island a disbeliever, but that by eight days after his arrival all the inhabitants were infected with this disease.   See also post, March 21,1772, and Boswell's Hebrides, Oct. 2,1773.
4  See ante, July i, 1763.
6 See^w/, March 21,1772.
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~\ S'»i, .suy,H; • Mm .il»»m i*» meet each other in company used to lay an injuuetioij on tlu'inirlvr-* not to open their lips on thu subject, so fruitful wan it in »lrUtii»» and brawls.' Boswell, according to tho Ilodleian catalogue, was U»«' .m-thour of Jlorwttlo, A fyantsk Ta!<\ 1767. In thbs tale thi* I)i»uKUi-> cause is narrated under the thinnest disguise. It iri reviewed in ih»* Gent. Maif. for 1767, p. 361.
